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speaking, and the narrow hanging sides the pillars of the
fauces. Now, in each of these three pillars there is a
muscle (the pkaryngo-palatine m.) which draws down the
soft palate and thus effects many important changes;
but in the question now before us we may undoubtedly
regard them as checks of the descriptions mentioned
above, which, when the soft palate is employed to close
the cavities of the mouth and nose, prevent it from
springing back too far.

We must, moreover, examine the two portions into
which the soft palate is still further divided if we wish to
obtain an accurate acquaintance with its mechanism.
These two parts may be termed the upper and the lower
part; the former is that which adjoins the posterior
border of the hard palate, the latter that which terminates
in a free edge. Yiewed externally, no division is visible
between the parts, but it is shown very plainly in the
internal structure by the arrangement of the muscles.
Two pairs of muscles enter the soft palate from above in
such a manner, that each, consisting of a right and a
left hand muscle, forms a loop, the broad summit of
which spreads out in the soft palate. One is formed by
the tensor veli muscle, and belongs specially to the upper
part of the soft-palate; the other by the levator veil,
which, together with the pharyngo-palatine of the pillars
of the fauces, is chiefly spread throughout the lower part
of the soft palate.

The elevation of the soft palate is principally effected
by the tensor palati muscle, notwithstanding the apparent
contradiction offered by the name of the muscle. The
form, namely, of this muscle is very peculiar. Springing
from the side of the pterygoid processes of the sphenoid
bone which skirts the posterior nares, it passes with its
tendon through a notch situated at the base of the inner